
MICHIGAN ELECTION LAW (EXCERPT)
Act 116 of 1954

168.615a Printing name of presidential candidate on ballot; filing affidavit; filing nominating
petition; signatures; conformity; rotation of names on ballot; space to vote uncommitted.
Sec. 615a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the secretary of state shall cause the name of a

presidential candidate notified by the secretary of state under section 614a to be printed on the presidential
primary ballot under the appropriate political party heading. A presidential candidate notified by the secretary
of state under section 614a may file an affidavit with the secretary of state indicating his or her party
preference if different than the party preference contained in the secretary of state notification and the
secretary of state shall cause that presidential candidate’s name to be printed under the appropriate party
heading on the presidential primary ballot. A presidential candidate notified by the secretary of state under
section 614a may file an affidavit with the secretary of state indicating that he or she does not wish to have his
or her name printed on the presidential primary ballot and the secretary of state shall not have that presidential
candidate’s name printed on the presidential primary ballot. A presidential candidate shall file an affidavit
described in this subsection with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m. on the second Friday in December
of the year before the presidential election year or the affidavit is considered void.

(2) The name of an individual who is not listed as a potential presidential candidate under section 614a
shall be printed on the ballot for the presidential primary under the appropriate political party heading if he or
she files a nominating petition with the secretary of state no later than 4 p.m. on the second Friday in
December of the year before the presidential election year. The nominating petition shall contain valid
signatures of registered and qualified electors equal to not less than 1/2 of 1% of the total votes cast in the
state at the previous presidential election for the presidential candidate of the political party for which the
individual is seeking this nomination. However, the total number of signatures required on a nominating
petition under this subsection shall not exceed 1,000 times the total number of congressional districts in this
state. A signature on a nominating petition is not valid if obtained before October 1 of the year before the
presidential election year in which the individual seeks nomination. To be valid, a nominating petition must
conform to the requirements of this act regarding nominating petitions, but only to the extent that those
requirements do not conflict with the requirements of this subsection.

(3) The names of the presidential candidates under each political party heading shall be rotated on the
ballot. The ballot shall contain a space for an elector to vote uncommitted.

History: Add. 1988, Act 275, Eff. Sept. 1, 1988;Am. 1995, Act 87, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1995;Am. 1999, Act 72, Imd. Eff. June
28, 1999.

Compiler's note: See Green Party of Michigan, et al v Terri Lynn Land, case no. 08-10149, March 26, 2008.
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